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	Science in Storytelling
	Science in Storytelling Programme
	Thursday 19th March 2026
	The Power of Immersion
	Commissioning Science
	Networking Break
	Filmmaking for Policy Change
	Micro-Storytelling: Stephanie Sammann

	Friday 20th March 2026
	Podcasting for Science
	Pole to Pole: Behind the Scenes, Behind the Science
	Networking Break
	Writing for Science
	Micro-Storytelling: Jamie Zaccaria & Sonya Lee
	*all times are listed in GMT

	Thursday 19th March 2026
	The Power of Immersion
	13:00 - 14:00
	Ulrico Grech-Cumbo
	Founder & CEO • Habitat XR
	Ulrico Grech-Cumbo is the founder of Habitat XR, a multi-award-winning immersive studio based in Johannesburg. For over a decade, his work has used VR and immersive storytelling to collapse the distance between people and the natural world, creating proximity and action as a tool for conservation, education and cultural change.


	Maruša Levstek
	Lecturer in Technology and Culture @StoryFutures • Royal Holloway, University of London
	Maruša brings together trans-disciplinary background in psychology and social sciences as a Lecturer in Technology and Culture, specialising in audiences and users. With a specific interest in the social impact of storytelling and tech, Maruša has worked on a range of immersive projects, including the BBC-Factory42 Green Planet AR Experience.


	Alex Ranken
	Creative Director, Wildlife • Plimsoll Productions
	Alex Ranken is an Emmy-winning director and Creative Director of Wildlife at Plimsoll Productions. With a passion for blending genres, his recent work includes Secret Garden (BBC1), The Wild Ones (AppleTV), A Real Bugs Life (Disney), Tiny World (AppleTV+), and Stephen Fry’s A Year on Planet Earth (ITV).


	Mitch Turnbull
	Senior Producer & Director, and Senior Research Associate in Immersive Natural History Experiences
	Mitch Turnbull is an academic researcher and an award-winning documentary producer and director with over twenty years’ experience across broadcast, digital and immersive media. Working with organisations including BBC Studios and Meta, she specialises in conservation storytelling for broadcasters and organisations and is a Senior Research Associate in Immersive Natural History Experiences at the University of Bristol.


	Commissioning Science
	14:10 - 15:10

	Gabrielle Ewing
	Director of Programming • PBS Digital Studios, PBS
	Gabrielle Ewing is the Director of Programming of PBS Digital Studios, a network of original digital-first programming that connects and inspires the next generation of PBS viewers. Gabrielle oversees both series-level editorial direction and network-wide creative and strategic vision.


	Tom Coveney
	Head of Science Commissioning • BBC
	Tom Coveney is Head of Science Commissioning for the BBC. Recent and upcoming projects include: AI Confidential with Hannah Fry, Human, The Clickbait Clinic with Stacey Dooley, Walking With Dinosaurs, Confessions Of A Brain Surgeon, Wilderness with Simon Reeve, Buried and Artemis: A Horizon Special.


	Diana El-Osta
	Sr. Director of Multiplatform Programming and Development • PBS
	Diana  is responsible for developing and overseeing science and nature programming. She previously served as the Head of Development for Still Life Projects, a commercial and documentary production studio, and Condition One VR, a virtual reality production and technology company. She has extensive experience in documentary film and factual television, having led development for Al Jazeera America’s Documentary Unit and having served as Manager of Global Development and Production for National Geographic Channel.

	Jonah Weston
	Commissioning Editor for Science and Adventure • Channel 4
	Jonah Weston is Channel 4’s Commissioning Editor for Science and Adventure – managing projects including SAS: Who Dares Wins; Guy Martin’s Power Trip; Super Surgeons: A Chance at Life; The Year From Space; and the upcoming Virgin Island. Before Channel 4 Jonah was an award-winning producer, who ran Form Films


	Anwar Mamon
	Executive Producer and Director of Development • Wildstar Films
	Networking Break
	15:10 -16:00
	Take a break and connect with fellow attendees in one of four moderated breakout rooms. Further details on topics and room moderators coming soon!

	Filmmaking for Policy Change
	16:00 - 17:00

	Sofija Korf
	Video Producer • Environmental Justice Foundation
	Sofija Korf is a video producer at the Environmental Justice Foundation, working across directing, filming, and editing. Her work has screened at the European Parliament, UN events, film festivals, and in communities across Thailand, Ghana, Liberia, and Brazil, with photography published in The New York Times.


	Kaleem Luthra
	Senior UK Advocacy Officer - Ocean and Climate • Environmental Justice Foundation
	Kaleem leads EJF’s UK government–facing advocacy across its ocean and climate campaigns. His work spans a range of issues including illegal fishing, deep-sea mining, wetlands protection, climate action and plastics pollution. Prior to joining EJF, Kaleem worked in advocacy in the international development and humanitarian sector.


	Heather Fipps
	Program Strategist • The Redford Centre

	Chloe Eckert
	International Partnerships • Global Rewilding Alliance

	Lauren de Vos
	Marine Biologist (PhD), Science Writer & Conservation Storyteller • Save our Seas Foundation
	Microstorytelling: Stephanie Sammann
	17:10 - 17:40

	Stephanie Sammann
	Creator • RealScience
	19:00
	Online Screening: Pole to Pole, Episode 1: The South Pole
	Join your fellow delegates in watching Pole to Pole, episode 1, The South Pole. You will have the opportunity to chat with your fellow delegates in the chat box while the screening is taking place! “In the South Pole’s -100°F cold, Will crosses icefields, climbs cliffs, and meets remote scientists who reveal the sacrifice behind their work.”


	Friday 20th March 2026
	13:00 - 14:00
	Podcasting for Science
	Focusing on the realities of communicating science through podcasting, this conversation explores how complex environmental stories can be made accessible and meaningful to build trust and drive impact. Joined by the team behind Black Earth Podcast, we’ll explore their science-rooted, interview-led approach to sharing nature and climate expertise and the contributions of Black female Earth Keepers working to care for our planet.
	Moderator:  Rutendo Shackleton


	Marion Atieno Osieyo
	Creator and Host • Black Earth Podcast

	Caz Watson
	Impact Producer
	Caz Watson is an Impact Producer creating projects that drive positive change for people and planet. She has led major impact campaigns for landmark films and series, collaborating with global decision-makers and grassroots changemakers to engage millions. Her impact work spans film, TV, podcasts and more, and she currently works for creative consultancy Black Sands, and the Black Earth podcast.


	Rutendo Shackleton
	Conservation Scientist & Presenter • Nature, Nurture & Nonsense Podcast
	Rutendo is a conservation & elephant behaviour scientist, wildlife podcaster, and presenter focused on sharing stories from the wild, emphasising the beautiful connection between people and nature. She is an alumni of BBC’s Creator in Residence programme, former host of the BBC Earth Podcast, and currently hosts the Nature, Nurture & Nonsense Podcast.


	14:10 - 15:10
	Pole to Pole: Behind the Scenes, Behind the Science
	Bengt Anderson
	Allison Fong
	Tom Williams
	Richard Parks
	Erin Ranney
	Cinematographer
	Networking Break
	15:10 -16:00
	Writing for Science
	16:00 - 16:50

	Sophie Pavelle
	Author and Science Communicator

	Ariel Waldman
	Filmmaker and Explorer • Order of Magnitude Films
	Microstorytelling: Sonya Lee & Jamie Zaccaria
	17:10 - 17:50

	Sonya Lee
	Producer Director • Plankton Productions

	Jamie Zaccaria
	Media & Outreach Coordinator • Ocean Exploration Trust
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