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Immersive technologies are reshaping how audiences engage with science, transforming
stories from something we watch into something we experience. This panel explores how XR,

VR, and immersive storytelling can deepen understanding, emotional connection, and care for
the natural world, examining what works, what doesn’t, and how thoughtful design can

inspire curiosity, empathy, and lasting impact.

The Power of Immersion

Speakers: Ulrico Grech-Cumbo, Maruša Levstek, Alex
Ranken

Moderator: Mitch Turnbull

13:00 - 14:00

Ulrico Grech-Cumbo is the founder of Habitat XR, a multi-award-
winning immersive studio based in Johannesburg. For over a decade,
his work has used VR and immersive storytelling to collapse the
distance between people and the natural world, creating proximity
and action as a tool for conservation, education and cultural change.

Founder & CEO • Habitat XR

Maruša Levstek

Maruša brings together trans-disciplinary background in
psychology and social sciences as a Lecturer in Technology and
Culture, specialising in audiences and users. With a specific interest
in the social impact of storytelling and tech, Maruša has worked on a
range of immersive projects, including the BBC-Factory42 Green
Planet AR Experience.

Lecturer in Technology and Culture @StoryFutures • Royal
Holloway, University of London 

Ulrico Grech-Cumbo

Alex Ranken

Alex Ranken is an Emmy-winning director and Creative Director
of Wildlife at Plimsoll Productions. With a passion for blending
genres, his recent work includes Secret Garden (BBC1), The Wild
Ones (AppleTV), A Real Bugs Life (Disney), Tiny World (AppleTV+),
and Stephen Fry’s A Year on Planet Earth (ITV).

Creative Director, Wildlife • Plimsoll Productions

Mitch Turnbull

Mitch Turnbull is an academic researcher and an award-winning
documentary producer and director with over twenty years’
experience across broadcast, digital and immersive media.
Working with organisations including BBC Studios and Meta, she
specialises in conservation storytelling for broadcasters and
organisations and is a Senior Research Associate in Immersive
Natural History Experiences at the University of Bristol.

Senior Producer & Director, and Senior Research
Associate in Immersive Natural History Experiences

Thursday 19th March 2026 



Commissioning Science explores what makes a science idea land with commissioners. Moving
beyond slots and formats, this session looks at how relevance, originality, audience

connection, and scientific credibility shape decision-making, and what storytellers can do to
strengthen their pitches.

Commissioning Science

Speakers: Jonah Weston, Tom Coveney, Gabrielle Ewing &
Diana El-Osta

Moderator: Anwar Mamon

14:10 - 15:10

Gabrielle Ewing
Gabrielle Ewing is the Director of Programming of PBS Digital Studios, a
network of original digital-first programming that connects and inspires
the next generation of PBS viewers. Gabrielle oversees both series-level
editorial direction and network-wide creative and strategic vision.

Director of Programming • PBS Digital Studios, PBS

Tom Coveney

Tom Coveney is Head of Science Commissioning for the BBC.
Recent and upcoming projects include: AI Confidential with Hannah
Fry, Human, The Clickbait Clinic with Stacey Dooley, Walking With
Dinosaurs, Confessions Of A Brain Surgeon, Wilderness with Simon
Reeve, Buried and Artemis: A Horizon Special.

Head of Science Commissioning • BBC

Diana El-Osta

Diana  is responsible for developing and overseeing science and
nature programming. She previously served as the Head of
Development for Still Life Projects, a commercial and documentary
production studio, and Condition One VR, a virtual reality production
and technology company. She has extensive experience in
documentary film and factual television, having led development for
Al Jazeera America’s Documentary Unit and having served as Manager
of Global Development and Production for National Geographic
Channel.

 Sr. Director of Multiplatform Programming and Development • PBS

Jonah Weston

Jonah Weston is Channel 4’s Commissioning Editor for Science and
Adventure – managing projects including SAS: Who Dares Wins; Guy
Martin’s Power Trip; Super Surgeons: A Chance at Life; The Year From
Space; and the upcoming Virgin Island. Before Channel 4 Jonah was an
award-winning producer, who ran Form Films

Commissioning Editor for Science and Adventure • Channel 4



Anwar Mamon

Anwar is an Executive Producer and Director of Development of Wildstar Films with
over 24 years’ industry experience. From fact ent to obs docs, and live TV to natural
history, Anwar has worked across a huge variety of genres. When it comes to TV he
has one goal: to tell engaging stories that are relatable, entertaining, and emotional.
In development Anwar loves to find a new angle, voice or tone for ideas and
oversees an ever-growing, innovative, slate for broadcasters, streamers, and
brands. In production, Anwar has consistently delivered high-rating series for the
global market by working closely with production teams and commissioners to
make shows that resonate and punch through on multiple platforms. Recent credits
include Amol Rajan Goes to the Ganges, Sharks Up Close and Secrets of the Octopus.

Executive Producer and Director of Development •
Wildstar Films

Take a break and connect with fellow attendees in one of four moderated breakout
rooms. Further details on topics and room moderators coming soon!

Networking Break15:10 -16:00

Filmmaking for Policy Change explores how storytelling can drive real-world impact. From
intimate boardroom briefings to campaigns reaching wider audiences, this session looks at

how filmmakers and organisations use film to influence policy, advocate for change, and
inspire action on environmental and social issues.

Filmmaking for Policy Change

Speakers: Kaleem Luthra, Sofija Korf & Heather Fipps Moderator: TBC

16:00 - 17:00

Sofija Korf is a video producer at the Environmental Justice
Foundation, working across directing, filming, and editing. Her work
has screened at the European Parliament, UN events, film festivals,
and in communities across Thailand, Ghana, Liberia, and Brazil, with
photography published in The New York Times.

Video Producer • Environmental Justice Foundation
Sofija Korf

Moderators: Gemma Greene, Leigh Hickmott, Lizzie Daly & Claire Mcnulty

Kaleem Luthra

Kaleem leads EJF’s UK government–facing advocacy across its ocean
and climate campaigns. His work spans a range of issues including
illegal fishing, deep-sea mining, wetlands protection, climate action
and plastics pollution. Prior to joining EJF, Kaleem worked in
advocacy in the international development and humanitarian sector.

Senior UK Advocacy Officer - Ocean and Climate •
Environmental Justice Foundation



Stemming from Manon’s talent in content creation and engagement,
her exceptional creative skills shine throughout all posts,
presentations and projects. An MSc in Sustainable Development,
combined with a diploma in Communications for Conservation, make
her a cornerstone of the Alliance’s collaborative work. Perhaps most
notable, in an already notable resumé, is her 8 years of work as a
flight attendant for Emirates, where she learnt the art of hospitality
and high-altitude coexistence. Pivoting from a career in aviation to a
career in rewilding is an absolute inspiration to the rest of the team.

Manon Calas
International Partnerships • Global Rewilding Alliance

Lauren de Vos
Marine Biologist (PhD), Science Writer &
Conservation Storyteller • Save our Seas Foundation

Micro Storytelling Talks spotlight science communicators who are reimagining how stories
about the natural world are told and shared. Across digital platforms, visual storytelling, and

live science engagement, these 20-minute sessions explore how different approaches can
serve the same goal: making science engaging, accessible, and inclusive for diverse

audiences.

Microstorytelling: Stephanie Sammann

Speaker: Stephanie Sammann

17:10 - 17:40

Stephanie Sammann is a science filmmaker and naturalist, best
known as the creator and original host of Real Science, a science
YouTube channel she built to over 2 million subscribers and 260
million views.

Creator • RealScience
Stephanie Sammann

Lauren is a marine biologist who has committed herself to
conservation storytelling. She writes stories about where the
natural world, science, and people, intersect. She wants to share the
visions of the world so many people are committed to building,
nudging us back to caring for each other and our planet.



Caz Watson

Caz Watson is an Impact Producer creating projects that drive positive
change for people and planet. She has led major impact campaigns for
landmark films and series, collaborating with global decision-makers
and grassroots changemakers to engage millions. Her impact work
spans film, TV, podcasts and more, and she currently works for
creative consultancy Black Sands, and the Black Earth podcast.

Impact Producer

Focusing on the realities of communicating science through podcasting, this conversation
explores how complex environmental stories can be made accessible and meaningful to

build trust and drive impact. Joined by the team behind Black Earth Podcast, we’ll explore
their science-rooted, interview-led approach to sharing nature and climate expertise and

the contributions of Black female Earth Keepers working to care for our planet.

Podcasting for Science13:00 - 14:00

Speakers:  Marion Atieno Osieyo, Caz Watson
Moderator: 

Rutendo Shackleton

Marion Atieno Osieyo

Marion offers wisdom and strategic insight to organisations navigating
the relationship between biodiversity restoration, culture, and justice. She
is the creator of Black Earth, an award-winning podcast and platform
celebrating nature and Black women who are shaping regenerative Earth
futures. She is a Board Member of Global Greengrants Fund UK.

Creator and Host • Black Earth Podcast

Friday 20th March 2026 

Join your fellow delegates in watching Pole to Pole, episode 1, The South Pole. You
will have the opportunity to chat with your fellow delegates in the chat box while the

screening is taking place!
“In the South Pole’s -100°F cold, Will crosses icefields, climbs cliffs, and meets

remote scientists who reveal the sacrifice behind their work.”

Online Screening: Pole to Pole, Episode 1: The South Pole19:00

Rutendo Shackleton

Rutendo is a conservation & elephant behaviour scientist, wildlife
podcaster, and presenter focused on sharing stories from the wild,
emphasising the beautiful connection between people and nature.
She is an alumni of BBC’s Creator in Residence programme, former
host of the BBC Earth Podcast, and currently hosts the Nature, Nurture
& Nonsense Podcast.

Conservation Scientist & Presenter • Nature, Nurture &
Nonsense Podcast



Five years in the making, this series follows Will Smith across all seven continents on a journey
inspired by his late mentor to explore life’s biggest questions. Guided by scientists, explorers,

and local communities, Will takes on extraordinary challenges while uncovering powerful
lessons about resilience, humanity, and our connection to the planet. We will talk to expedition

leaders, scientists and filmmakers to learn about the making of this epic production

Pole to Pole: Behind the Scenes, Behind the Science

Speakers:  Bengt Anderson, Allison Fong, Tom Williams,
Richard Parks

Moderator: Erin Ranney

14:10 - 15:10

Bengt Anderson
SVP, Unscripted Production • National Geographic

Allison Fong
Principal Scientist • Allison Fong Science and FeelThink Studio

Tom Williams
Co-Executive Producer • Nutopia

Richard Parks
Polar Athlete

Bengt Anderson (Senior Vice President) leads the production of all global
unscripted projects including travel and adventure, contemporary history and
science for Disney/National Geographic. With an extensive background as a
creative executive, Bengt continues to executive produce series including “Pole to
Pole w/Will Smith”, “Limitless 2 with Chris Hemsworth,”, and the multi-Emmy®
Award-winning “Trafficked with Mariana Van Zeller”.

Allison Fong is a National Geographic Explorer and microbial oceanographer. Her
work spans research from the tropical Pacific to the Arctic and Southern Oceans.
Her newest works are at the intersections of science, art, and storytelling with a
burgeoning collaborative called FeelThink Studio. FeelThink aims to center
curiosity and invite participatory exploration of complex climate-human
relationships. Fong was featured as an expert in the National Geographic
documentary series Pole to Pole with Will Smith on Disney+.

Tom is an award winning Executive Producer at Nutopia. His credits include Pole To
Pole with Will Smith on Disney+, Netflix's Drive To Survive, Hunted and The Island
with Bear Grylls. He has also directed across a wide range of documentaries and
factual programming.

Richard Parks is a multiple world-record-holding Polar and Alpine athlete, coach,
award-winning author, BAFTA Cymru-nominated filmmaker, and devoted father.
Richard has skied more solo, unsupported, and unassisted miles in Antarctica than
anyone else in history; is the first person of colour to ski solo to the South Pole
solo; and is the first person to climb the highest mountain on each continent and
stand on both the North and South Poles in the same calendar year. With almost 3
decades in high-performance and high-stakes environments, International rugby,
World Record and World First expeditions, and Award Winning film and literary
projects, Richard brings expertise, a breadth of lived experience and a fresh
perspective on well-being and performance cultures.



Take a break and connect with fellow attendees in one of four moderated breakout
rooms. Further details on topics and room moderators coming soon!

Networking Break15:10 -16:00

Erin Ranney
Cinematographer
Erin Ranney is wildlife cinematographer based between the Falkland
Islands and the USA (Alaska and Washington State). She has filmed on
wildlife series for BBC, IMAX, PBS, Smithsonian, Disney+ and National
Geographic. Erin specializes in behavioral long lens, remote shoots and
deep sea shoots. She's also has worked on camera for CBBC, Schoolyard
Films and Nat Geo for Queens.

Writing for Science: 2-Part Masterclass features two creatives in separate 20-minute
sessions, sharing their approaches to writing for science. From films and non-fiction

books to other formats, they’ll offer practical tips, insights, and inspiration for turning
complex science into stories that are clear, engaging, and memorable.

Writing for Science

Speakers: Ariel Waldman, Sophie Pavelle

16:00 - 16:50

Sophie Pavelle

Sophie Pavelle is a multi-award-winning science communicator and
author from Devon. Her latest book, 'To Have or To Hold' – nature’s
hidden relationships (Bloomsbury, 2025), was longlisted for the
Wainwright Prize for Conservation Writing. She is an Ambassador for
The Wildlife Trusts and is a Trustee for the Exeter UNESCO City of
Literature.

Author and Science Communicator

Ariel Waldman

Ariel Waldman is an explorer and filmmaker. Her expeditions take her
from tallgrass prairies to the icy realms of Antarctica. She often films
otherworldly life beneath the surface, including the extraordinary lives
of microscopic animals. Ariel is the creator and host of "LIFE UNEARTHED
with Ariel Waldman" on PBS.

Filmmaker and Explorer • Order of Magnitude Films



Micro Storytelling Talks spotlight science communicators who are reimagining how
stories about the natural world are told and shared. Across digital platforms, visual
storytelling, and live science engagement, these 20-minute sessions explore how

different approaches can serve the same goal: making science engaging, accessible,
and inclusive for diverse audiences.

Microstorytelling: Sonya Lee & Jamie Zaccaria

Speakers: Jamie Zaccaria & Sonya Lee

17:10 - 17:50

Jamie Zaccaria

Jamie Zaccaria is a science communicator and author with a
background in wildlife conservation. She specializes in marine
biology and conservation, working for the Ocean Exploration Trust to
share the joy of ocean exploration with the world. When not sailing
onboard E/V Nautilus, she lives in NJ with her furbabies and wife.

Media & Outreach Coordinator • Ocean Exploration Trust

17:10 - 17:30 Sonya Lee

Sonya Lee is a Korean-Canadian filmmaker and National Geographic
Explorer dedicated to stories that intersect science, nature, people and
culture. She has been working in science media for 10 years and she is
currently focusing on stories that invite new communities and
audiences in different media genres into conservation spaces.

Producer Director • Plankton Productions

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR

17:30 - 17:50

https://saveourseas.com/
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	The Power of Immersion
	13:00 - 14:00
	Ulrico Grech-Cumbo
	Founder & CEO • Habitat XR
	Ulrico Grech-Cumbo is the founder of Habitat XR, a multi-award-winning immersive studio based in Johannesburg. For over a decade, his work has used VR and immersive storytelling to collapse the distance between people and the natural world, creating proximity and action as a tool for conservation, education and cultural change.


	Maruša Levstek
	Lecturer in Technology and Culture @StoryFutures • Royal Holloway, University of London
	Maruša brings together trans-disciplinary background in psychology and social sciences as a Lecturer in Technology and Culture, specialising in audiences and users. With a specific interest in the social impact of storytelling and tech, Maruša has worked on a range of immersive projects, including the BBC-Factory42 Green Planet AR Experience.


	Alex Ranken
	Creative Director, Wildlife • Plimsoll Productions
	Alex Ranken is an Emmy-winning director and Creative Director of Wildlife at Plimsoll Productions. With a passion for blending genres, his recent work includes Secret Garden (BBC1), The Wild Ones (AppleTV), A Real Bugs Life (Disney), Tiny World (AppleTV+), and Stephen Fry’s A Year on Planet Earth (ITV).


	Mitch Turnbull
	Senior Producer & Director, and Senior Research Associate in Immersive Natural History Experiences
	Mitch Turnbull is an academic researcher and an award-winning documentary producer and director with over twenty years’ experience across broadcast, digital and immersive media. Working with organisations including BBC Studios and Meta, she specialises in conservation storytelling for broadcasters and organisations and is a Senior Research Associate in Immersive Natural History Experiences at the University of Bristol.


	Commissioning Science
	14:10 - 15:10

	Gabrielle Ewing
	Director of Programming • PBS Digital Studios, PBS
	Gabrielle Ewing is the Director of Programming of PBS Digital Studios, a network of original digital-first programming that connects and inspires the next generation of PBS viewers. Gabrielle oversees both series-level editorial direction and network-wide creative and strategic vision.


	Tom Coveney
	Head of Science Commissioning • BBC
	Tom Coveney is Head of Science Commissioning for the BBC. Recent and upcoming projects include: AI Confidential with Hannah Fry, Human, The Clickbait Clinic with Stacey Dooley, Walking With Dinosaurs, Confessions Of A Brain Surgeon, Wilderness with Simon Reeve, Buried and Artemis: A Horizon Special.


	Diana El-Osta
	Sr. Director of Multiplatform Programming and Development • PBS
	Diana  is responsible for developing and overseeing science and nature programming. She previously served as the Head of Development for Still Life Projects, a commercial and documentary production studio, and Condition One VR, a virtual reality production and technology company. She has extensive experience in documentary film and factual television, having led development for Al Jazeera America’s Documentary Unit and having served as Manager of Global Development and Production for National Geographic Channel.

	Jonah Weston
	Commissioning Editor for Science and Adventure • Channel 4
	Jonah Weston is Channel 4’s Commissioning Editor for Science and Adventure – managing projects including SAS: Who Dares Wins; Guy Martin’s Power Trip; Super Surgeons: A Chance at Life; The Year From Space; and the upcoming Virgin Island. Before Channel 4 Jonah was an award-winning producer, who ran Form Films


	Anwar Mamon
	Executive Producer and Director of Development • Wildstar Films
	Networking Break
	15:10 -16:00
	Take a break and connect with fellow attendees in one of four moderated breakout rooms. Further details on topics and room moderators coming soon!

	Filmmaking for Policy Change
	16:00 - 17:00

	Sofija Korf
	Video Producer • Environmental Justice Foundation
	Sofija Korf is a video producer at the Environmental Justice Foundation, working across directing, filming, and editing. Her work has screened at the European Parliament, UN events, film festivals, and in communities across Thailand, Ghana, Liberia, and Brazil, with photography published in The New York Times.


	Kaleem Luthra
	Senior UK Advocacy Officer - Ocean and Climate • Environmental Justice Foundation
	Kaleem leads EJF’s UK government–facing advocacy across its ocean and climate campaigns. His work spans a range of issues including illegal fishing, deep-sea mining, wetlands protection, climate action and plastics pollution. Prior to joining EJF, Kaleem worked in advocacy in the international development and humanitarian sector.


	Manon Calas
	International Partnerships • Global Rewilding Alliance

	Lauren de Vos
	Marine Biologist (PhD), Science Writer & Conservation Storyteller • Save our Seas Foundation
	Microstorytelling: Stephanie Sammann
	17:10 - 17:40

	Stephanie Sammann
	Creator • RealScience
	19:00
	Online Screening: Pole to Pole, Episode 1: The South Pole
	Join your fellow delegates in watching Pole to Pole, episode 1, The South Pole. You will have the opportunity to chat with your fellow delegates in the chat box while the screening is taking place! “In the South Pole’s -100°F cold, Will crosses icefields, climbs cliffs, and meets remote scientists who reveal the sacrifice behind their work.”


	Friday 20th March 2026
	13:00 - 14:00
	Podcasting for Science
	Focusing on the realities of communicating science through podcasting, this conversation explores how complex environmental stories can be made accessible and meaningful to build trust and drive impact. Joined by the team behind Black Earth Podcast, we’ll explore their science-rooted, interview-led approach to sharing nature and climate expertise and the contributions of Black female Earth Keepers working to care for our planet.
	Moderator:  Rutendo Shackleton


	Marion Atieno Osieyo
	Creator and Host • Black Earth Podcast

	Caz Watson
	Impact Producer
	Caz Watson is an Impact Producer creating projects that drive positive change for people and planet. She has led major impact campaigns for landmark films and series, collaborating with global decision-makers and grassroots changemakers to engage millions. Her impact work spans film, TV, podcasts and more, and she currently works for creative consultancy Black Sands, and the Black Earth podcast.


	Rutendo Shackleton
	Conservation Scientist & Presenter • Nature, Nurture & Nonsense Podcast
	Rutendo is a conservation & elephant behaviour scientist, wildlife podcaster, and presenter focused on sharing stories from the wild, emphasising the beautiful connection between people and nature. She is an alumni of BBC’s Creator in Residence programme, former host of the BBC Earth Podcast, and currently hosts the Nature, Nurture & Nonsense Podcast.
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	Sophie Pavelle
	Author and Science Communicator

	Ariel Waldman
	Filmmaker and Explorer • Order of Magnitude Films
	Microstorytelling: Sonya Lee & Jamie Zaccaria
	17:10 - 17:50

	Sonya Lee
	Producer Director • Plankton Productions

	Jamie Zaccaria
	Media & Outreach Coordinator • Ocean Exploration Trust


	THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR
	Science in Storytelling

